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teams time to breathe.
       I’ve had the opportunity over the past several weeks to attend some
very informative training workshops and chat with colleagues from
around the state and region. Working in animal welfare is such a unique
space. In many ways, those of us working or volunteering in the
shelter/rescue community share so much in common: we all want to
help animals. But in many other ways, our organizations and groups are
vastly different. Our missions vary, philosophical beliefs differ, short and
long term strategic plans, types of service, animals served—I could go on
and on.
       In the sheltering world, you hear a lot of buzz words and phrases:
“Capacity to care”, “length of stay”, “managed admission”, “open
adoptions”, and “data-driven statistics” are just a few of the current
popular topics on agendas when attending animal welfare workshops
and seminars. These are all interesting subjects to research, and as
organizations like ours review our programs and services and consider
available resources, they facilitate meaningful discussions with staff,
volunteers, and stakeholders. I Continued on pg. 2

Dear Friends,
       Fall is in the air. I hope
you and yours are enjoying
all the amazing things that
the season brings with it. We
had a chaotic summer at
Whatcom Humane this year,
and I for one am glad it’s
over and hopeful that things
will slow down enough to
allow our staff and volunteer 



Message from ED, continued from pg. 1 | I enjoy learning about how other shelters,
big and small, operate—what works, what doesn’t work, and how they implement
and manage their animal populations and daily activities.
       That being said, I always seem to find myself shaking my head a bit when I sit
in group workshops, webinars, or am speaking with others in the animal welfare
world who are so quick to judge open-admission shelters like WHS for doing what
we do—making the difficult but necessary decisions that we make and being
extremely transparent about those decisions. You know that feeling you had in
junior high school when you didn’t have the cool jeans, your shoes were not the
right brand, and you wore really bad glasses? Yep, that’s me, only 40+ years later,
now talking to my colleagues. I’ve recently had well-respected members of
national animal welfare groups suggest that our statistics would look better if we
turned animals away, reduced all barriers to adoption (i.e., no need to ensure it’s a
good fit for adopter or animal, just get the animal out the door), and stopped
performing animal control services.
       Let me be clear: Change is good. Regular review of our operations is vital to
ensure that we are being responsible with our resources and utilizing best
practices for the benefit of our staff, our volunteers, and most importantly, for our
animals. But let me also say that I could not be more proud of the fact that for
almost 125 years the Whatcom Humane Society has been an open-admission
shelter, turning no animal away. We work tirelessly to find permanent, responsible,
and loving homes for domestic animals in our care where both the animals’ needs
and the adopters’ needs are being met. Our animal control team works 24/7 to
protect, advocate, and care for our community’s animals, big and small. Our
wildlife rehabilitation center is one of the most inspiring places one can imagine,
caring for thousands of injured and orphaned wild animals annually. And if I got to
choose anywhere to spend a beautiful fall afternoon, it would be the WHS farm,
hanging out with the horses, goats, sheep, pigs, cows, and whatever other large
animals are lucky enough to be housed there.
       WHS might not have all the bells and whistles that some shelters have; we may
not get the same publicity as some groups get; and we may not hang out with the
“popular” crowd—but I will put our shelter programs, services, operations,
philosophies, hard work, and heart up against anyone, anytime. And you know
what: we will rock it!
       Working or volunteering at a shelter like WHS can be challenging on a good
day, really hard on a bad day, and then there are some days when it just feels
impossible. But we get through it because of the commitment of those who
believe in what we do: our dedicated staff, our amazing volunteers, and the
support from our community. Thank you for continuing to believe in us, to believe in
our mission, and to care about the domestic, farm, and wild animals in our shelters
and community.
       I hope to see many of you this fall and during the holiday season at our Division
Street shelter, at one of our upcoming events, or at our thrift shop. Thanks for
helping make our community a better place for people and animals.

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE
WHS believes that all animals,
as sentient beings, have value

beyond economic measurements
and are entitled to legal, moral,

and ethical consideration
and protection.

OUR VISION
A community in which all animals
are treated with kindness, respect,

and compassion.

OUR MISSION
WHS advocates for animals;
educates the community to
promote humane treatment
and respect for animals; and

provides for abandoned, injured,
abused, or neglected animals.

SHELTER LOCATION
2172 Division Street

Bellingham, WA 98226
Phone: 360-733-2080

Fax: 360-733-4746

SHELTER SERVICES
360-733-2080 ext. 0

Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00-6:00
Adoption Counsels Stop at 5:00

Closed Mondays & Major Holidays

ANIMAL CONTROL DISPATCH
360-733-2080 ext. 3017

Tuesday-Sunday, 10:00-6:00
Monday: Please Call 911 
for Emergency Dispatch

FARM FACILITY
By Appointment Only

WILDLIFE REHAB CENTER
Seven Days a Week, 9:00-5:00

Phone: 360-966-8845
Not Open to the Public;

Please Call for Assistance.

WHS THRIFT SHOP
1534B Birchwood Ave

Bellingham, WA 98225
Phone: 360-543-6792

Shopping: 
Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00-5:00

Donation Drop-off:
Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00-4:00
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With sincere gratitude and appreciation, 
 Laura Clark, Executive Director
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janet Hofmann, President

Kim Rice, Vice President
Scott Rice, Secretary

Victoria Savage, Treasurer
Michael Berres, Dan Claffey

Deborah Dial-Monroe, Jane Talbot,
Kevin Williamson, Stephen Zylstra

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Laura Clark

ADMINISTRATION
Andrea Merrill
Julia Pollock

ANIMAL CARE & 
SHELTER SERVICES

Mark Henry,
Shelter Services Supervisor

Amy Wilkinson, Behavior Specialist
and Animal Care Supervisor

Gabby Whitehall,
Animal Care Supervisor

Hayley Vanderveen,
Animal Care Supervisor

Leila Parnell,
Animal Care Supervisor

Sawyer Lanto,
Foster Care Coordinator

Marco Anderson, Emma Bocook
Darian Coffin, Pebble Diehl,

Kate Hawley, Ben Hayes 
Victoria Meadowlark, Haylie Northouse

Chandler Privitt, Kailee Richter
Gwendolyn Stone, Shyanne Thomas

Katie Thorsell
WILDLIFE REHAB SERVICES
Anna Schwabe, Supervisor and
Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator

Renata Luders, Volunteer
and Intern Coordinator

Jaclyn Swiderski, LVT
Ashley Austin, Clare Arguijo-Boehm

Hanna Cillo, Tyler Herlein

ANIMAL CONTROL & 
RESCUE/FIELD SERVICES

Paul Evans, Manager
Kyle Berger, Supervisor

Kate Chandler, Dispatcher
Carrie Anderson, Kelsey Fast
Nate Flowers, Shelby Myhre

Meep Chandler
FINANCE/ACCOUNTING

Dana Berger

FUNDRAISING/DEVELOPMENT
Paige España, Manager

HUMANE EDUCATION
Alaina Rhodes

THRIFT SHOP
Dana Browne, Manager

Jo Williams

VOLUNTEER SERVICES
Auna Carter, Manager

VETERINARY SERVICES
Karen Rounds, DVM

Sarah Hansen, Vet Assistant

Current Project Spotlight: WRC Flight Cage
REFURBISHED WILDLIFE CENTER BUILDING WILL PROVIDE
AID TO WHATCOM COUNTY’S LARGE RAPTOR SPECIES

The Whatcom Humane Society Wildlife Rehabilitation Center (WRC) consists of
forty acres with several buildings, including the main lodge and several pole
buildings. In addition to the daily animal rehabilitation services of the WRC, a
priority project for 2024-2025 is to refurbish an existing building on the property
into a flight cage and expand other adjacent structures for large raptor species
in need of care. 
       The WRC receives many raptor species each year in need of help, and a
large flight cage will increase the number of raptors that can be cared for onsite
and ultimately released back into Whatcom County and surrounding areas. At
the moment, we do not have enough space and appropriate caging to help all
of the raptor species in need of rehabilitation, and as a result, have to euthanize
raptors when transfer is not an option. Unfortunately, this problem is only
exacerbated by the limited number and capacity of other rehabilitation centers
in our region, as well as the recent spike in High Pathogenic Avian Influenza that
has prohibited safe transfer in many cases.
       Once completed, the flight cage will serve at least 11 different large raptor
species throughout Whatcom County, as well as allow us to assist transfers
from around the state. The total estimated cost of the project is $52,000.

can you help whatcom county’s birds soar?
We are currently seeking funds to help us complete the
wildlife center flight cage as soon as possible! Donations
can be made using the QR code here, mailed in via the
remit slip included with this newsletter, or online at
whatcomhumane.org/donate
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Happy Sales & Happy Tails
at the WHS Thrift Shop

THE STORE CELEBRATES 4 YEARS WITH
NEW HOURS, NEW DEALS,  AND THE

SAME GREAT MISSION
When it’s time to unlock the storefront doors each day,
it’s not unusual for Thrift Shop staff and volunteers to be
greeted by customers eagerly awaiting its opening.
       “The store is always humming with customers
talking and singing along to the music,” said Thrift Shop
Manager Dana Browne. “I am constantly being told that
they love our shop: It’s clean, friendly, and with great
prices.”
       The number of store visitors seems to reiterate this
sentiment, with Browne sharing that the shop typically
has 150-200 transactions per day.
       “I just love when our customers are so happy to be
here, especially the ones that bring in their pets,” she
said. “We get all kinds of dogs and an occasional cat or
even a rabbit. All pets must be in carts, but that doesn’t
stop the bigger dogs.”
       Alongside customers’ visiting pups, the Thrift Shop
hosts WHS foster kittens about once a week.
       The donation intake side of operations is just as
busy as the front of the store—perhaps even more so
at times, with staff and volunteers working hard to keep
up with the steady stream of donation drop-offs that
need to be sorted and prepped for sale.
       “I am always surprised and grateful for the generous
donations we receive,” Browne said. “We have had
everything from collectables and antiques to fun and
unusual items to everyday housewares and clothing.”
       One thing the shop could use more of? Volunteers.
There are some days when the store doesn’t have
enough help and has to temporarily close donation
intake, which can cause inconvenience for community
members looking to drop-off items.
       Volunteer shifts happen three times a day, with 14
spots per shift, and include such roles as intake,
clothing, linens, electronics, jewelry, stocking, and
cashiering. Currently, Browne estimates the shop has 7-
10 volunteers per shift on a normal day, meaning there
is room for more people to join the team. 

I Continued on pg. 5
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Thrift Shop, continued from pg. 4 | For those who
can’t volunteer, you can show your support by
shopping at the store and encouraging others to do
the same, by donating great items, or by leaving a
positive online review.
       As of this month, the Thrift Shop has new hours
and is open for shopping Tuesday-Saturday from
10:00 am to 5:00 pm. (Donation drop-offs are a
similar but slightly shorter timeframe of Tuesday-
Saturday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.)
       Each day of the week also highlights a different
sale type: Tuesday is 10% off for senior citizens;
Wednesday is 50% off pet-related items; Thursday is
50% off clothing; Friday is 50% off DVDs, CDs, games,
books, and puzzles; and Saturday is 50% off kitchen
items and linens.
       “We are always trying new things to keep our
customers happy,” Browne said. “For instance, I just
added a TV that plays animal videos, which has
been a big hit. We even did a photo contest earlier
this year themed ‘Your Pet with Your Thrift Shop Find’
that had over 100 entries.”
This October marked the Thrift Shop’s four-year anniversary under operation by the Whatcom Humane Society
and one-year anniversary at its location in the Birchwood Neighborhood. Browne shared that a near-future plan
is for the shop to join the Birchwood Neighborhood Association, with the overarching goal of the store remaining
steadfast: “Bring in more money for the animals in our care and gain the respect of the community.”
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Dayle Adkins
Pam Ager

Alaska Airlines
Alebrijes Mexican Store

Alma Alexander
Al's Downtown Diner

Angela Davis
Angie Burger

Anthony's Restaurants
Antler Baking Company

Anytime Toffee
Apple Yarns

Arlis's Restaurant
Babygreens
Bar Sabine

BarkBox
Bay City Supply

Bay to Baker Trading Co.
Brackenshire Farm
Bellingham Bells

Bellingham Cider Company
Bellingham Golf
& Country Club

Bellingham Theatre Guild
Bellingham Tennis Club
Bellingham Treehouse

Mark Bergsma
Alyson & Doug Bestle

Drew Betz
Black Sheep

Blessings Salon
Blue Fin Sushi
Bob's Burger

Border Town Pizza
Borthwick Jewelry

Boundary Bay Brewing
Bow Wow & Woofs

Brad & Dana Chiropractic
Brandywine Kitchen

Carolyn Brown
Dana Browne

Canine Divine Grooming Spa
Michelle Carabini

Celtic Cleaner
Chada Thai

Chandara House

Chihuahua's Restaurant
Chinuk Restaurant

Chuckanut Bay Distillery
Chuckanut Bay Gallery
Coach House Cellars

Randy Sue Collins
Colophon Café

Community Boating Center
Community Food Co-op

Cool Beans Coffee
Cryptid Escapes

Cute But Crazy Socks
Dandelion Organics
Dewey Griffin Subaru

Drayton Harbor Oyster Co.
Dynasty Cellars

Earth & Sky Pet Portraits
Elements Hot Yoga

Elizabeth Wonnacott
Fairhaven Runners & Walkers

Fat Dragonfly Collection
Fido Physio

Five Columns
Flax4Life

Flow Motion
Flux Yoga
Forest Cat

Four Points by Sheraton
FrinGe Brewing
Free Spirit Vibes

Gallery West
Gateway Taphouse

Good Games Publishing
Good Time Girls

Louise Granger & 
Leaf Schumann
Great Harvest

Greektown Bellingham
Haggen

Hamann's Gallery
Ainsley Hay
Susan Heim

Hela Provisions
Henry Ward Art Gallery

Heritage Bank NW
Hi-West Foods

2024 Sponsors:
Alcoa, Animal Emergency Care, Asian Engine Parts, Barkley Village, Boundary Bay Veterinary Specialty Hospital, BP Solutions, 

Builders Alliance, Cat Nap Inn, Community Food Co-Op, Courtenay Excavating, Cypress Vet, Dewey Griffin Subaru, Esary Roofing, 
Fairhaven Veterinary Hospital, Frank and Mary King, Heritage Bank, Honda of Bellingham, HUB International, Joy of Pilates, 

Kulshan Veterinary Hospital, Larson Gross, Louis Auto Glass, Matrix Service Company, Michael Brodsky, Mountain Veterinary Hospital, 
Mud Bay, North Fork Brewery & Beer Shrine, North Harbor Wealth Management, Northwest Propane, NW Foot & Ankle Institute, 

Pacific First Wealth Management, PetStop, PetWise, Puget Sound Energy, Radiant Heart After Care For Pets, 
Red's Aquarium & Pet Supply, Saratoga Commercial Real Estate, SaviBank, Spay/Neuter NW, Sanitary Service Company, 

Sullivan Plumbing, TM Anderson Law Firm, Village Veterinary Hospital, Walton Law, WECU

2024 In-Kind Donors & Business Partners:
Highline Construction

Hobby Hen House Chicks
Hollywood Poster Frames

Horseshoe Cafe
Hotel Leo & Amendment 21

Joseph Hutchinson
Kathy Hutchinson

Ideal
Iron Mountain Strength

Iron Rooster Bakery
Inspire Studio

James Street Cakes
Susan Jinivisian

JEKK Sportscards
Joe's Gardens
Joy of Pilates
KAFE Radio

Karen Morgan
Physical Therapy

Karen Theusen Studios 
Kent's Nursery

Kerri Kuljis
Carrie Koreis

Kreated by Kristina
Kucumber Skin Lounge
Kulshan Brewing Co.

L&L Bakery
Larrabee Lager

Lenny's Bike Shop
Deb Logan &
Ron Wielenga

Lombardi’s Bellingham
Lost Giants Cider Company

Luxe Thai
Brian & Jean Lydiard

Lynden Heritage Museum
Mac & Jack's Brewing

Madrona Bar & Grill
Madrona Veterinary Housecalls

Mallard Ice Cream
Maniac Coffee

Ben Mann
Maple.Bar

Marie's Bees

Pat McCormick
Dick Mills

Mindport Exhibits
Mt. Baker Lanes

Mt. Baker Ski Area
Mt. Baker Theatre

MUTTS
My Garden Nursery

Nancy Klimley
Neko Cat Cafe

Nessa's Pet Pastries
New Mexico Tamale Company

Nicki's Bella Marina
Kevin Nielsen

North Bellingham Golf Course
Northshore Veterinary Hospital

Oasis Spa NW
Outlook Inn
Park Bowl

Paso Del Norte
K. Skip Patten

Paws For A Beer
Ira Penn

Pete's Auto Repair
Ann Peterson-Meier
Pickford Film Center
Pure Bliss Desserts

Pure Currents Massage
Purring Panther Jewelry

Linda Racine
Rome Grocery

Sabbath Tattoo
Sabor Latino
Sahara Pizza

Saltadena Bakery
Samuel's Furniture

Vicki Savage
Laurel Saville

Kathleen Schumock
Scotty Browns

Scratch & Peck Feeds
Seattle Mariners

Renay Shaffer
Sheila Steinborn Studio

Silver Reef Casino
J.R. & Maria Simmons

Sirena Gelato
Skagit Speedway

Skylark's Cafe
Spark Museum

Stemma Brewing
Stickers For Days

Still Life Massage & Float
Stones Throw Brewing

Structures Brewing
Studio K

Sugar Mountain
Sullivan Plumbing

Summit Adventure Park
Sundara West B&B
Sweet as Waffles

Surroundings Home & Garden
Tails & Trails Photography

Tails-A-Wagging
Tangled Threads Quilt Shop

The Bagelry
The Birch Door Cafe

The Black Cat
The Bourbon

The Chrysalis Inn & Spa
The Daisy Cafe

The Fairhaven Village Inn
The Fork at Agate Bay

The Rusty Wagon
The Sandwich Odyssey

The Wild Oat Bakery & Cafe
Third Planet Boutique

Tipsy Tractor Farm
Tony's Coffee

Kit Topaz
Trader Joe's
Trejo's Tacos

Twin Sisters Brewing
Melissa Ugurlu

VanWingerden Greenhouses
Village Books & Paper Dreams

Wander Brewing
Whatcom Museum

Wild Bird Chalet
Wildcat Cove Paddle

With Heartfelt Gratitude to Our 2024 Sponsors & Partners

We are so grateful for
our entire community’s
support. Thank you!

MANY, MANY THANKS FOR MAKING THIS YEAR’S FUNDRAISERS A SUCCESS!



Thank You For Being
a Whatcom Humane

Society Member!
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Sandra Drake
Jennifer Eastin

Deborah Wright
and Ike Eichhorn
Don and Gail Ellis

Joan and Steve Ellsworth
Kathleen English

Terry and Tammy Fahlstrom
Barbara Fayette

Michael and Shannon Flory
Judith Foley

 Thomas and Karen Follis
Todd Folsom & Carol Wilcox

Kelsey Forbes
Jack and Wilva Foster

Linda Fox
Carolyn Fraley

Sharon Freeman
Terrill and Susan Frisbie

Gladys Fullford
Margaret Fulton

Stacy Gable
Lars Gandil
Lois Garlick

Nancy Garrett
Kathryn Gatza

Sally Gibbs
Michael Gillis

Marilyn Glenn and
Steve Tatham
Douglas Goto

Robert & Doreen Graham
Edie Grandke

Jim Green
Michael Green and

Patricia Royers
Gary and Vicki Griffiths

Manfred and Anne Hansen
Gary and Pamela Hardwick

Jim Harle
William & Billie Harriman

Kenneth & Deborah Harris
Martyn and Cynthia Harris 

Maya Hartford
Kathe Hartley

Lee and Suzanne Hartson
James and Lisa Hayes

Suzanne and Gerald Heaney
Evelyn Heath

Margaret Hellyer
Lynne Henderson

Gerry and Jan Hiley
William Hoelker
Joan Hoffman

Janet Hofmann
and Michael Brodsky

Donald & Roxanna Hubert
Scott Carrothers
and Jan Houser

David Netboy and
Marian Alexander

Jim and Anne Appleby
Robert and Patricia Atkinson

Rachel Bangert
Nancy Barga

Robert and Cathy Beaty
Gerald and Elva Becker

David Ward & Christina Beirith
Ron and Marilyn Bennett

Shirley Bennett
Chad & Melinda Bergman

Donald Binning
Nancy & Robert Blackketter

David and Susan Blake
Anthony and Tina Bon

James Bowers
Kay Bowers
Kim Brandt

Kenneth Brookner
and Valerie See

Anne and James Brown
Robert Brunkow and

Caroline Marston
James and Marlae Buss

Christine Camp
Amy Campbell
Russell Carlsen

Ronald & Donna Carlson
John Carver

Kenneth Casden
Nicholas Cihlar

Daniel & Rozilina Claffey
Russell and Roni Clapp

Clara Limbacher
Jeanne Clark

Laura Clark & JC Walker
Celia and Ruth Clarke

James and Andrea Clay
Linda Cline & James Carr

Mary Cochran & Robert Bond
Tom Cochrane

Wade and Ginger Coen
James and Marie Collings

Melinda Combs and
Lewis Humphreys
Richard Conoboy

Linda and Kenneth Craver
Mary Culbertson

Roderick and Susan Dean
Bonnie DeBruin

Alice Defries
John and Judith Dewing

Deb & Camille Dial-Monroe
Devin Dietzen
Susann Dillard

John and Clover Dixon
Hilary and Zander Doroski

Douglas Mortensen

Donald and Sarah Hunt
Karen and Terry Inkster

Andrew Jackson
Marlene Jackson
Axel Johansson
Brian Johnson

Craig and Joanne Johnson
Jerry and Nellie Johnson

Sara Johnson
Richard Joss & Cheryl Haak

Pavneet Kahlon
Rick and Ann Kaiser
Brenda-Lee Karasik

Patricia Karlberg
Anne Kauffman
Karen Kesselring

Betty King
Frank and Mary King

Adria Kinney
Edwina and Karl Kleeman
Cory and Bobbi Kreider

Mark Proulx and
Nancy Kuehnoel
Judy Lancaster

Bobbie Ruth Langley
Justin Larson-Miller

Robert Lau
Conrad Leer
Tamar Lieb

Mark and Cuquita Lindsey
Ray Littlefield

Judy Lloyd Davis
Tonya Lockman

Roger and Patricia Long
Deborah Loober

Catherine and Dan Lowell
Brian and Jean Lydiard

Thomas and Wendy Lyle
Kerri Kuljis and William Lynch
Terrence & Gaye MacDonald

Kristina Magnuson
Margo Malone
Thea Mancha

Mildred Mangels
Kathy Mann

Heidi Marostica
Jack Martin

Paul Rosetter & Donna Mason 
 John and Anne McBride

Louise McCartney
Chris and Terri McCullough

Duane McEwen
Kenneth & Calferne McKay

 Nancy McLaughlin
Paul and Mary Meeks

Kevin and Rachel Milton
Kathy Mohebbi
Monika Lange

David and Diane Moon

Kristi Morton
Gary and Deborah Murphy

Kathryn Murray
Paul and Karen Neufeld

Thomas Neumann
Deborah Nevitt
Liela Nicholas
Kristin Noreen

Levi and Melissa Nyberg
Molly O'Connor

Judy Oliver
Toni Ameslav & Mark Ondrake

Janet Ott
Sandra Overton

Joyce Parlato
Daniel Warner & Skip Patten

Patti Mullin
Karen Peck

Allen Pemberton
Michael & Judith Pendergrass 

Dick and Linda Peterson
Louise and Sandy Phillips
Ronald and Janis Pierce

Marlene Piper
Gregory and Lorri Plante

Steve Haines and 
Jennifer Plombon

Robert and Susan Plumb
Ali Alsos and Andy Pohlman

Patricia Porada
Pete and Mary Postlewait

C. Poth
Doug Proctor

Rayma Haas & Elizabeth Purdy 
Carol Quimby
Mary Raikes

Jonathan Rands
James and Peggy Ranson

Paul Razore
Bruce and Kirsten Reid

Elizabeth Reid
Robert & Kathleen Renneberg

James and Sue Rhodes
Kimberly and Scott Rice

Mark Richardson
Patricia Robbins

Janice Roehl
Joan Rothausen

Brian & Suzann Rothermel
Victoria and Jon Salisbury

Susan Salyer
Victoria Savage

Larry Schankman
Bill and Loni Schermerhorn

Coreen Schmidt
Phyllis Self

Phyllis Shideler
David and Wendy Simeur

Patrick and Frances Simonds

Keirstin Skinner
Lisa and Robert Smith

Donita Reams
and Michael Smith
Judy Sophusson

Dorothy Sorensen
Kevin Owens and

Angela Sorgatz Vroom
Vernone & Kathleen Sparkes 

Marla Sprouls
Michael and Darlene Stach

Galen and Helen Stacy
Douglas & Patricia Sterrett

Michelle Schraeder
and Ed Stone

Kathleen Strickland
Sidney and Debra Strong

Sharon Sumner
Karen Tait

Jane Talbot
Carol Taylor

Sandra Thomas
Sylvia Thorpe

Gary and Shirley Tobian
Alta Toler

Lise Tranberg
Roland & Bonnie Trenouth
Kristin Hill and Mark Tucker
Linda and Thomas Turner

Kris and Sue Ungern
Anne Van de Kamp
Cyndi Vanderyacht

Erin Vitaljic
Paul and Margo Walter
Eric and Michele Waltz

Barbara Webb
Elaine Westhoff

Wendy White
Carolyne Milling
and John Wiley

Anthony Will
John and Sylvia Williams

Kevin Williamson
Susan Williamson

Brody Willis
James Wilson

Christine Linders
and Mark Wilson

Carolyn Wolfe
Gemma Woodhouse

Laura Woods
Suzanne Jablonski
and Robin Yeager
Nathan Smith and

Dani Yencopal-Smith
Marian Yunghans
Richard Zarnowitz

Rod and Sue Zoske
Susan Zuck

This summer, we launched a brand new annual membership program, and we want to share our sincere thanks to
everyone who answered the call so far and joined as a Paw Protector, Animal Ally, Critter Caregiver, or Furever
Friend. The list below includes membership donations made August-September 2024, as well as our pre-existing
lifetime members. Your annual membership supports the ongoing operations at our four facilities so that we can
continue to be a resource for any and all animals in our community. Thank you so much!

Haven’t heard about our new membership program? Learn more at whatcomhumane.org/donate/#membership
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Age: Mid-20s

Breed: Arabian

Gender: Gelding

Nicknames: Champeroni, Sweet
Boy, Big Guy (because he’s tiny 💛)

Likes: Treats, neck scratches,
forehead rubs & being a good boy

Dislikes: Stressors (he’s anxious),
being alone, and JJ (one of his
fellow horse mates who can be a
bit of diva and tries to bully him)

Dream home/adopter: Someone
patient who is familiar with higher
energy/anxious horses, particularly
Arabians. He needs a friend, a
warm barn at night, and someone
who is willing to keep helping him
gain weight.

All About champ

Champ is the newest horse at the WHS Farm and was picked up by our
Animal Control team after his owner passed away. He and a mare were
found on a property with unsafe conditions, with both horses in poor
health. Unfortunately, the mare suffered from such extreme neglect—
including severe foot issues that made her unable to stand or walk—that
she was unable to recover.
       “Her feet had gotten so bad they'd grown thick and started curling
up, and someone had just hacksawed them off. I've never seen such bad
feet in real life,” Farm Manager Kami Steinbach recounted. “She couldn't
stand or walk well. They were past the point of being able to fix, [and] the
only humane thing to do was euthanize her.”
       Since arriving at the farm, Champ has had much-needed veterinary
care from the team at Kulshan Veterinary Hospital, including a basic
intake exam, vaccinations, and dewormer, and he will be receiving a
dental in the near future. He also had a visit from the farrier, who said his
feet looked surprisingly good considering the conditions he came from,
with no signs of laminitis.
       The primary goal at the moment is to help Champ gain weight. At the
time of intake, he was significantly underweight at 740 lbs. Thanks to the
dedication of Steinbach and the farm volunteers, Champ is now over 860
pounds and continues to get closer to his ideal weight goal of 1,000 lbs.
       Over the weeks since his arrival, Steinbach said she’s witnessed
Champ’s confidence blossom more and more.
       “He can still be timid and anxious with strangers, but he's learning to
trust people and like being around them,” she said. “He loves getting fed
regularly, and he's not so surprised to be given food anymore.”
       As far as adoption goes, it’s all about finding the right home that will
help Champ continue to gain weight and build trust, as well as be
patient with his natural and learned anxieties.
       “He's doing really well,” Steinbach said. “I'd love to see him settle in
somewhere if it were perfect for him.”
       If you think you might be that perfect home, please complete an
application at whatcomhumane.org/adopt or reach out to us at
farm@whatcomhumane.org to ask questions & learn more about
Champ.

The Heart of a Champ
WHS FARM WELCOMES EQUINE IN NEED OF EXTRA TLC

Looking for additional ways to support
Champ and our other farm residents?

Consider becoming a Hay Hero with a one-time
or recurring donation to support our monthly hay
bill! Learn more and make a donation at 
wagives.org/Whatcom-Humane-Society

https://www.wagives.org/organization/Whatcom-Humane-Society
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Sharing Space at WHS's Pet Loss Support Group
Written by Michael Berres, WHS Pet Loss Support Group Volunteer

On the first Wednesday evening of each month, people experiencing the
loss of their pets or facing hard decisions on ending a pet’s pain or illness
meet at our humane society. They usually come as strangers feeling alone
and isolated in their grief. While the WHS Pet Loss Support Group doesn’t
end the sadness, it helps people understand that they aren’t unique or
alone in their grief. And sometimes, people who started as strangers walk
away as friends.
       With two WHS facilitators for each session, people share the stories of
their pets—most often dogs or cats. We see their photos, listen to how
four-leggeds and two-leggeds met, understand the unique personality
quirks of each pet, and usually hear one or more funny stories about each
pet. We almost always hear the incredible sagas of what people do to
help their furry family members go through disease and weakening. We
hear about the indecision that everyone goes through as they are never
quite sure if they “did enough” or “did I miss obvious cues” or “was I home
enough at the critical moments” or….
       We hear so many stories of people being misunderstood by friends or
family members as they go through their grief. People are told things like:
“It’s just a cat; you’ll get over it” or “Well…go out and get another dog or cat”
or “Your sadness will soon pass”. For the folks coming to Pet Loss Support,
it’s not “just a dog” or “just a cat.” It’s a life partnership with unconditional
love and affection (and sometimes annoyance and sometimes disbelief)
that is deeply embedded in who we are.
       Losing pets or facing that loss is perhaps the hardest time in our loving
our critters. It’s inevitable because they generally live shorter times than
we humans live. Every person does grief in their own way—the Pet Loss
Support facilitators and other participants honor the unique way that each
person does their grieving process. We’ve learned that some folks grieve
deeply for weeks while others grieve deeply for years. We’ve learned that
almost everyone finds the silence of their missing pets to be deafening—
no more dog tags clanging on water bowls; no nails screeching across
hardwood floors during zoomie moments; no more purring from
underneath what was supposed to be your blanket and but became your
cat’s blanket; no more whining to go outside for the 15th time in a day; and
no more monster howls because a squirrel has walked across your back
porch.
       The Pet Loss Support Group meets the first Wednesday of each month
upstairs at WHS from 6:00-7:15 pm. The group is free and doesn’t require
pre-registration. You are welcome to come as often as you wish. It is
helpful to bring a photo of your pet. The group doesn’t pretend to be a
clinical therapy experience, but we do provide a caring and supportive
place to be when you go through or are facing the loss of your pet. For
more information or questions, please call (360) 733-2080 ext. 3116.

First Wednesday of every month,
6:00 pm (typically 1-hour sessions)

Whatcom Humane Society
Multipurpose Room

2172 Division Street, Bellingham

FREE to attend
Registration not required

when & where:

Pet Loss Support
Provided by WHS

Our monthly in-person support
group provides a safe place for
connecting grieving pet owners

with experienced facilitators and
other resources. Whether you
are currently suffering loss or

anticipating loss, we encourage
you to join us. Volunteer counselors

offer support and resources for
those who have been touched by:

The loss of a pet
Anticipating the death of a pet
Dealing with the difficult
decision of euthanasia
Having suffered from a lost or
stolen pet
Wondering when/if they are
ready for another pet

For more info, please email
outreach@whatcomhumane.org

or call 360-733-2080 ext. 3116

Additional resources available at
whatcomhumane.org/resources
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Canine Good Citizen Class Gets Two Paws Up
WHS SHELTER DOG TRAINING PROGRAM PROVIDES PUPS
& VOLUNTEERS WITH LIFELONG SKILLS AND CONFIDENCE

It’s mid-afternoon on a Friday and the sun is shining on WHS’s green space as
shelter dogs and their volunteer handlers line up for this week’s Canine Good
Citizen (CGC) class. Everyone seems grateful for the good weather, which is
fair considering that the hour-long training session takes place year-round,
rain or shine.
       Volunteer program dog trainer Kerry Mitchell greets everyone from the
center of the space as pairs of volunteers and dogs find a spot on the field. A
35-year dog trainer and 20-year shelter volunteer, Mitchell started CGC classes
at the shelter in May of 2023 following a visit from the “Dogs Playing For Life”
organization, a nonprofit whose mission is to enhance the quality of life of
shelter dogs by helping shelters build successful playgroup programs.
       “With so many of the dogs interacting in a positive way off leash, it opened
the door for the dogs to work together in a class setting,” Mitchell said.
      "I started teaching CGC at WHS because I felt it covered the basics and we
could work on desensitizing the dogs slowly to things they were wary of, such
as being approached by strangers; having their paws, ears, and eyes touched
by strangers; and gradually exposing them to loud noises and strange objects
such as bicycles, crutches, and wheelbarrows to build their confidence,” she
went on to say. “Many of the dogs have benefitted by learning basic skills such
as sit, down, and hopping in the car with confidence. These are skills that will
help them stay in their new homes. The class also helps with their comfort
around other dogs on leash. And because they are in class each week [and]
have a card on their kennel showing what skills they're working on, they are
more likely to be adopted.”
       Due to the varying timeline for each dog from intake to adoption, not
everyone who begins the Canine Good Citizen program completes the full
slate of classes or takes the final test. Still, there is value for the dogs in
participating in even just one class, as many have had little to no training
when they arrive at the shelter. I Continued on pg. 11
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Canine Good Citizen, continued from pg. 10 | The class is a boon to shelter volunteers, too, since it provides them
with the opportunity to practice their training skills in a supervised setting and with a variety of dogs.
       “I am able to give them direction and feedback, which not only helps them as volunteers, but with their dogs
at home,” Mitchell said. “Many volunteers have told me how much [the class] has helped them understand and
assist the dogs they work with and adore.”
       For volunteers interested in handling dogs with more complex behaviors, Mitchell also teaches two advanced
level classes and provides one-on-one coaching to equip volunteers with the skills they need.
       “I love teaching [the CGC] class and watching the dogs and volunteers change and gain confidence over
time,” she said. “Just like the dogs, volunteers come for weeks or months, then move on to other programs in the
shelter, [so] we always need new volunteers to help with CGC.”
       From Mitchell’s reflections on the past year, it’s clear what a transformational addition both playgroups and
the Canine Good Citizen program have been for everyone involved.
       “The first summer was remarkable because we had a group of dogs in class who enjoyed being with each
other in playgroup every day,” she said. “One of the dogs, Pancake, was terrified of the car and new people. Over
time, he became more and more confident with the strangers he was introduced to in class and eventually
learned that the car was the best thing in the world. The day after he jumped into [a volunteer’s] car without
hesitation for an outing on a trail, he was adopted, jumped into his new parents' car, and was driven all the way
home with his head on his new mom's lap.”
       Interested in volunteering to help WHS shelter dogs? Learn more about this and other volunteer roles at
whatcomhumane.org/services, and reach out to our Volunteer Manager at volunteer@whatcomhumane.org.

Donate your old car, truck, boat, RV,
or trailer to benefit the animals at

Whatcom Humane Society! 
All donated vehicles must have a

clean title, be running, and be able
to be driven. Your donation is tax

deductible and will help support all
of our daily operations, including
our three animal care facilities! 
Questions? Please contact us 

at 360-733-2080 ext. 3014 or email
development@whatcomhumane.org

YOU AUTO DONATE!YOU AUTO DONATE!
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Lend us a hand:
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STAY CONNECTED
WITH WHS

/

Sign up for WHS e-news:
Visit our website or email
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Kindness
Compassion

Respect
For All Animals

2172 DIVISION STREET
BELLINGHAM, WA 98226

Look Inside for your latest edition of the whs PawPrint newsletter!


